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Figure 4-63. The Buckson Site Excavations, Looking West. 

John Chapple sold the property in 1758 to Thomas Murphy for 250 pounds (NCCDB 1758). At 
the time of the sale, Chapple was a shopkeeper in Philadelphia, and Murphy resided in 
Appoquinimink Hundred. In the same transaction, Murphy also purchased a 200-acre tract of 
marsh and cripple land, five miles away from the project area. When Thomas Murphy wrote his 
will in 1767 he was an innkeeper still living in Appoquinimink Hundred. Murphy died by 1772, 
leaving all his real and personal estate to his wife, Sarah, until her death or remarriage (NCCWB 
1772). Upon either event, his son, James Murphy, would inherit his estate. If James Murphy 
died without an heir, Thomas bequeathed his estate to Thomas' cousin, also a Thomas Murphy, 
the son of his brother, John Murphy. James Murphy apparently was already working as a 
blacksmith in 1767, since his father left to him all that he now possessed "as his own property 
viz his smith Shop Iron and its utensils." James also inherited a feather bed and furniture, a cow, 
a calf, a horse and saddle, and a "little Negro Girl called Susannah." 
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Figure 4-70. Aerial Photograph of the Buckson Site Area in 1926 (Army Air Corps 1926) 
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